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S & S Pugh & Son farm a broad portfolio of land near Boston in Lincolnshire, allowing for good crop rotations and high quality potato production.  

In 2004, they bought a complete new Herbert 1800 Contractor II grading system and saw further potential with the system by purchasing additional grader modules in 2005 to split size crop more effectively in order to maximise output.  

According to Herberts, the new Herbert Contractor II system is a flexible machine allowing rapid changeover of cleaning systems to react quickly to variations in the weather, and giving high capacity in even poor lifting conditions. They go on to add that the machine sold to S & S Pugh & Son is testament to this, as the customer has been able to continually grade into store with high throughputs. Shirley Pugh, who manages the grading operation on the farm, commented “the ability to completely control and fine tune the speed of each individual component on the grader is the biggest contributing factor to exploiting the full capacity of the line”.

Stan Pugh comments “It was a big decision for the farm to upgrade and invest in an entire grading line for potatoes at a time when we all had suffered from several years of poor returns on our commodities. We had recently invested in some new harvesting equipment so it was becoming clear that we needed a higher capacity grader to keep up with the speed of the harvesters in the field. We felt confident, however, that following discussions with Rod Herbert and Tom Markillie of R. J. Herbert Engineering that the new Contractor could give us the quick payback we required through extra efficiencies and high output”.

“We specified a Herbert star cleaner for the machine as we anticipated a wet lifting season in 2004, and we were more than pleased with their performance. To enhance the system further in 2005 we added a series of split size grades to separate both our small “mids” more effectively over the clod separator, as well as our oversize grade potatoes at the back of the line. This extension to the system, along with the ability to fine tune the flow through the machine has seen grading days where we have achieved capacities in excess of 570 tonnes which we are proud to say has more than exceeded our original expectations.”

Tom Markillie comments “The Contractor II machine is geared up to deal with any type of lifting conditions on a huge variety of soil types with its unique interchangeable cleaning system that allows our growers the opportunity to customise the machine to literally suit that day’s lifting conditions. We have just finished our winter stock build so can now offer a range of new machines”.


