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· Polishing up for more profit
· New technology soon to revolutionise the UK potato market
· No negative effect on shelf life post polishing
· Herbert’s secure distribution for potatoes and align with Everett Bros for Carrots
R J Herbert Engineering has been appointed the UK distributors of the Wyma VegePolisher machine for potatoes. 

The washer technology was developed in New Zealand in the late 1990’s by Wyma Engineering and has been constantly refined over the last 7 years.  This type of washing now completely dominates the carrot and potato market in NZ with an estimated 80 plus percent of all table product being washed by this process.  It has recently caught on in Australia and in the space of three years the entire fresh market and export carrot production has changed to this type of system with the potato market following it.  The last 12 months has seen the English carrot and parsnip market boom in this type of cleaning.  

The rotary brush system is particularly effective for washing potatoes.  The quality of wash is far greater compared to a conventional rotary drum or pressure jet system.  Traditionally, deep eyes and irregular tuber shapes have been difficult to clean, however, this is no longer the case as they are cleaned with ease using this system. Significant testing has proven the Wyma can remove rhizoctonia and skin staining allowing some product to be upgraded from waste or class 2 to premium status.  It can also be run gently enough to wash early season potatoes without damage, while the brushing process has a polishing effect on the tuber skin leaving a noticeable shine.

Wyma have carried out extensive research into different bristle types and configurations and have over 20 types of brush configuration for the polisher.  While some of the brush types are only subtlety different, they can have a big impact on the quality of wash and effectiveness of the machine.  The brush choice is often chosen specifically for the customers potato varieties and washing requirements.

Throughout May, Herbert’s have been hosting demonstrations for customers using their own produce.  Many customers revisited for more extensive testing and now Herberts are busy providing proposals for installation of this machine into professional growers and packers production lines.  One particular test involved processing 3 tonnes of reject potatoes through the VegePolisher and then onto an Autosort system.  The results were extremely positive with more than 30% of potatoes upgraded from a traditionally low value crop to packable class one.

Jo Herbert, Marketing Manager commented ‘We are extremely confident about supplying this machine in the potato market after reviewing its quality, design, manufacture and proven technology in the marketplace.  We strongly believe we will see a similar transition in washing methods in the UK that mirrors the changes in New Zealand and Australia.  The distribution partnership also allies Herbert Engineering with Everett Bros whom are the Wyma UK distributors for the carrot and parsnip markets. This joint collaboration will ensure the success of the Wyma Rotary Barrel Brush Washer in the UK market with the comprehensive back up support of both businesses for service, installation, system integration and spare parts to our customers”. 

Andrew Barclay, Wyma Engineering's Managing Director "I am absolutely thrilled that a company, as well respected as Herbert Engineering, have agreed to market the VegePolisher to the UK Potato market and I am sure the washer will add significant value to Herberts' customers in much the same way it has done to our customers in NZ and Australia."

END

For more information contact: 

Jo Herbert, Marketing Manager on +44 1945 430 666 or jherbert@rjherbert.co.uk
